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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 
U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d). The certified copy has been filed in parent Application No. 
PCT/AT05/00019, filed on January 26, 2005. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference character "(23)" has been used to designate both "the wire core" and 
"the hose pack". Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are 
required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any 
amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the 
immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each 
drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top 
margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121 (d). If 
the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and 
informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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4. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

5. In claim 1 , the recitation of "one end of the wire core (43)" at lines 4-5 renders the 
claim indefinite because the reference number "(43") is the same for both ends of the 
housing, see figure 4. Furthermore, It is also unclear the recitation of "a wire guide hose 
(50)" at lines 9-10, again, the reference number "(50") is the same for both ends of the 
housing, see figure 4. Therefore, examiner does not know which ends of the housing. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for "the wire core (23) recited at lines 10-1 1 in the 
claim. Furthermore, there is insufficient antecedent basis for "the opposite end region" 
recited on line 9. Such region must be clearly defined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

7. Claims 1 & 3-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Bosna (US 4,539,465). 

8. Regarding claim 1 , Bosna discloses a welding wire storage device (Abstract) for 
a welding system 20 (Fig. 1), including a housing 36 (Fig. 2) with a wire core 30 (Fig. 2) 
surrounding the welding wire being accurately arranged to lie freely in a free space of 
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the housing 36 (Fig. 2), wherein one end of the wire core 30 (Fig. 2) is fixed in an end 
region of the housing Y (Fig. 2 below). 




and a measuring means 34 (Fig. 2) is provided to detect the deflection of the wire core 
30 (Fig. 2), wherein the wire core is displaceable mounted in a guide element 24 (Fig. 3) 
on the opposite end region; and two coupling mechanisms X/Y (Fig. 2 above) for 
connection with a wire guide hose for the wire core 30 (Fig. 2) are arranged on the 
housing 36 (Fig. 2). 

9. Regarding claim 3-5, Bosna discloses wherein elements 34 (Fig. 2) for delimiting 
the maximum deflection of the wire core 30 (Fig. 2) are arranged in the housing 36 
(Fig. 2); wherein an element 32 (Fig. 2) for fastening the hose pack 36 (Fig. 2) is 
arranged on the opposite side of the free space of the housing X (Figure 2 above); 
wherein the housing 36 (Fig. 2) (Col. 2, lines 62-65) is arranged between wire feeder 28 
(Fig. 2) and a welding torch 16 (Fig. 2); wherein the hose pack 36 (Fig. 2) is arranged 
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directly, without interruption, between wire feeder 28 (Fig. 2) and the welding torch 16 
(Fig. 2); and wherein the wire core 30 (Fig. 2) is interrupted in the housing 36 (Fig. 2). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 0. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 1 . Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bosna 
(US 4,539,465) in view of Tonita (US 4,160,151). 

12. Regarding claim 2, Bosna discloses the claimed invention, except for wherein the 
coupling mechanisms are each designed as a quick-lock. However, Tonita teaches 
wherein the coupling mechanisms are each designed as a quick-lock (Col.4, lines 9-13). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention was made to modify the Bosna's reference, to include some type of 
connectors for both ends of the housing, as suggested and taught by Tonita, for the 
purpose of providing operator the flexibility to move around the work environment and to 
change or replace the new welding wire storage device (Col. 3, lines 5-10). 

Conclusion 

1 3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Rigdon et al. (US 6,066,833) disclose apparatus and method for 
selectively changing welding wire. And Furman (US 5,782,987) discloses MIG welder 
wire clearing apparatus and method. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to KET DANG whose telephone number is (571)270-7827. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 7:30 - 5 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hoang Tu can be reached on (571 )272-4780. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3742 



